Unscramble Order of Instructions Activity

OVERVIEW:  Students do not realize how many steps it takes to accomplish even simple tasks.  This lesson will show students the importance of following instructions or directions and what happens if we leave some out or add some in.  Also, students will be exposed to one type of informational text - instructions.  They need to read and write all forms of informational text to better understand them.  

GRADE LEVEL:  4th – 6th
SUBJECT:  Language Arts/Reading

MATERIALS:  copies of worksheet (p. 2), scissors, glue, paper, pencils, examples of materials with instructions (cookbooks, owner’s manuals, how-to books, student worksheets & assignments, etc.)

ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:
1. Show students several examples of texts with instructions.  Point out that directions and instructions are the same.  Point out that in texts with instructions verbs are very important.  Special attention must be given to the verbs if the task is going to be completed correctly.  For example, if a recipe says to boil but you bake instead, your finished product will not be what you want.  Also, most directions or instructions begin with a verb.  Analyze some of the examples you have collected together.  Students must follow directions or instructions given to them daily, whether they come from their parents or teachers.  Instructions can be oral or written.
2. Explain to students that even everyday tasks take many steps to accomplish.  These tasks may include:  brushing your teeth, making a sandwich, sharpening a pencil, etc.
3. Ask for a student volunteer.  Tell the volunteer you are going to give directions for him/her to follow and he/she must try to do exactly what you say (Use the EXAMPLE on p. 4 or your own example).  The student should be able to follow the example and accomplish the task.  This is a good time to discuss why we need to follow ALL steps. 
4. Ask students what would happen if some steps were left out or added while performing this task.  Would the task still be accomplished?  Would we get the same result? 
5. Tell students they are now going to put steps to sharpening a pencil in the correct order.
6. Ask students how many steps they think it takes to sharpen a pencil manually.  You can record some answers on the board if you like.  Point out the number of steps to sharpen a pencil in the example they will work with is 24.  You can refer back to student guesses and compare.
7. Give students a scrambled set of instructions for sharpening a pencil and explain the directions (p. 2 of this document – answer key is on p. 3).  They can work individually, with a partner, or in groups (I recommend with a partner or in small groups so they can discuss).  They are to cut out all the steps, being careful not to lose any, and rearrange them in order.  Students could write them in order but it seems easier for them to manipulate the steps instead of writing them.  If you choose, you may allow students to “act out” the steps to ensure they are in the correct order.  This is great for kinesthetic learners.
8. Tell students there are many ways you can sharpen a pencil.  They need to use the steps they are given and assume what is given on the worksheet.
9. Collect student work when they are finished.







[bookmark: _GoBack]DIRECTIONS:  Put the steps to sharpening a pencil in the correct order.  Cut out each step on this page and arrange the steps in the correct order.  Don’t lose any of the steps!  Carefully READ EACH word in the steps.  You may think some steps are listed twice.  There are slight differences in every step, but not one step is listed exactly the same way twice.  Do NOT glue the steps until you have read through them all in the order you have them and you are certain they are in the correct order.  Glue the steps on another sheet of paper.  Make sure your name(s) is on that paper and turn it in.

The materials you have to sharpen your pencil are:  chair, desk, pencil, and pencil sharpener (manual).

ASSUMPTIONS:  You are sitting at your desk at the beginning and at the end of this task.  The pencil is on your desk at the beginning of this task and it has never been sharpened.




Raise your hand.
Walk to pencil sharpener.
Push chair under desk.

	


Turn handle of pencil sharpener clockwise.
Sit down.
Pick up pencil.




Push chair back.
Put pencil in sharpener and hold in place.
Walk back to desk.

	


Teacher calls on you.
Pull pencil out of sharpener again.




Ask permission to sharpen your pencil.
Begin writing with pencil.

	
	

Put pencil back in sharpener and hold in place.
Stop turning handle again.




Teacher gives you permission to sharpen your pencil.
Stand up.


	
Check to see if pencil is sharpened again.  (assume it is)
Pull chair up.
Pull chair out.

	


Pull pencil out of sharpener.

Turn handle of pencil sharpener clockwise again.



Stop turning handle.
Check to see if pencil is sharpened. (assume it is not)

	





            ANSWER KEY 

1. Raise your hand.
2. Teacher calls on you.
3. Ask permission to sharpen your pencil.
4. Teacher gives you permission to sharpen your pencil.
5. Pick up pencil.*
6. Push chair back.
7. Stand up.
8. Push chair back under desk.
9. Walk to pencil sharpener.
10.  Put pencil in sharpener and hold in place.
11. Turn handle of pencil sharpener clockwise.
12.  Stop turning handle.
13.  Pull pencil out of sharpener.
14.  Check to see if pencil is sharpened.  (assume it is not)
15.  Put pencil back in sharpener and hold in place.
16.  Turn handle of pencil sharpener clockwise again.
17.  Stop turning handle again.
18.  Pull pencil out of sharpener again.
19.  Check to see if pencil is sharpened.  (assume it is)
20.  Walk back to desk.
21.  Pull chair out.
22.  Sit down.
23.  Pull chair up.
24.  Begin writing with pencil.

*The only step that could be in a different order is picking up pencil (#5).  This could be done after getting up from desk.  So, it could possibly be #8.  The order would then be:
5. Push chair back.
6. Stand up.
7. Push chair back under desk.
8. Pick up pencil.











